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Lesson 1.5 Linking Verbs

Linking verbs link, or connect, the subject of a sentence to the rest of the 
sentence. The verb to be can be a linking verb. Some different forms of 
the verb to be are is, am, are, was, and were. Become, feel, seem, look, 
appear, taste, smell, and sound are also linking verbs.
 Jefferson City is the capital of Missouri. 
 Jackie Robinson was the first African-American baseball player in 
      the major leagues.
 Stephen Hawking became famous for his study of black holes.

As you learned in the last lesson, is, am, are, was, and were are helping 
verbs when they are used with the main verb in a sentence. When these 
verbs are used alone, they are linking verbs. 
        (helping verb) (main verb)     (linking verb)

 Ms. Bernstein is helping us. Ms. Bernstein is my teacher. 

Identify It 
In each sentence below, underline the verb. If it is a linking verb, write LV 
on the line. If it is a helping verb that is used with a main verb, write HV.

 1. _____ Roald Dahl’s first book was published in 1966.

 2. _____  He was the author of popular books like The BFG, Matilda, and 
James and the Giant Peach. 

 3. _____ Roald became friends with Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt. 

 4. _____  He appeared funny, kind, and intelligent to fans and readers of 
all ages. 

 5. _____  Roald Dahl’s children were named Olivia, Theo, Tessa, Ophelia, 
and Lucy. 

 6. _____ Today, his books are loved by children all around the world.

 7. _____ Dahl’s characters become real to readers of his books.
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Lesson 1.5 Linking Verbs

Complete It 
Read the sentences below. Complete each 
sentence with a linking verb. 

1.  The book A Cricket in Times Square 
__________ by George Selden.

2.  Selden __________ a famous children’s book 
writer.

3.  After reading A Cricket in Times Square many times, it __________ my 
favorite book. 

 4.  Chester Cricket, Tucker Mouse, and Harry Cat __________ wonderful 
characters. 

 5. I __________ like I know them because they __________ so real.

 6. I __________ sure that almost any child or adult would enjoy this book. 

Try It 
Write a short paragraph about your favorite book. Use at least three linking 
verbs in your paragraph. Underline the linking verbs. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 1.6 Adjectives

Adjectives are words that describe nouns or pronouns. Adjectives often 
answer the questions What kind? How many? and Which one? Good 
descriptive words help the reader form a picture in his or her mind. 
 yellow boots     dangerous journey     this plate     several students

An adjective may come before the word it describes, or it may follow the 
verb in a sentence. 
 The roaring fire made the room feel warm and cozy. 
 Isabella’s red bathing suit stood out against the pale sand and the 
      crisp, blue sky. 
 Four spotted toads sat on mossy logs beside the shallow pond. 

Identify It
Read the diary entry below. There are 22 adjectives. Find and circle  
each adjective.

Saturday, September 2
Dear Diary,
 Today was a strange day. I looked out the window this 
afternoon and knew a big storm was coming. The sky was dark. A thin, 
yellow line stretched across the horizon. The air felt sticky and thick. 
 Suddenly, I heard a loud knocking on the ceiling and the 
windows. Tiny, icy chunks of hail were falling from the stormy sky. When 
I looked out the window, I saw the hail bounce off the top of a red 
car, a city bus, and a large umbrella. 
 A minute later, the lights went out. Mom put new batteries in 
our flashlights, and she found some old candles in the junk drawer.  
We made turkey sandwiches and had a candlelit dinner. The lights 
came back on just in time for bed. The heavy rain had stopped,  
and I fell asleep to the quiet pitter-patter of raindrops on the roof of 
our building.
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Lesson 1.6 Adjectives

Rewrite It
Rewrite the sentences below. Include at least one adjective to describe 
every underlined noun. Try to use adjectives that make the sentences as 
interesting and descriptive as you can. 

Example:  The bird sat in the tree.  
 _______________________________________________________________

 1. The girl put on her raincoat and boots. 

   ____________________________________________________________________

 2. After the snowstorm, the plows cleared the streets. 

   ____________________________________________________________________

 3. A rainbow appeared in the sky behind the house. 

   ____________________________________________________________________

 4.  The farmer and his family took shelter from the tornado in the 
basement. 

   ____________________________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________

Try It
Write about an experience you have had with the weather. You might 
write about a thunderstorm, a snowstorm, a sunny day, or a drought. Use 
at least five adjectives in your paragraph. Circle the adjectives.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

The cheerful red bird sat in the gnarled old tree.
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Lesson 1.7 Adverbs

Adverbs are words that describe verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs. 

Many adverbs end with the letters ly. Adverbs often answer the questions 

When? Where? How? or How much?

 Raymond easily sank the basketball. (Easily describes the verb sank 

     by telling how.)

We were too late to see the movie. (Too describes the adjective 

      late by telling how.)

To decide whether a word is an adverb, find the word it modifies, or 

describes. If it tells When? Where? How? or How much? it is probably an 

adverb.

A relative adverb can join clauses or sentences. Where, when, and why 

are relative adverbs. 

 The shed where Lily stores her paintings is almost full. 

 The summer when Harry was born was the hottest I can remember. 

Identify It
Read the paragraphs below. Find and circle the 11 adverbs. Then, draw 

an arrow from each adverb to the word it modifies, or describes. 

  Earthworms should be welcomed eagerly into any garden. They eat 

soil and make tunnels. The worms digest the soil, and the waste material 

they leave behind is called castings. These castings are extremely good for 

the soil. They make it very rich in nutrients. The tunnels earthworms patiently 

dig are good for the soil. They allow oxygen and nutrients to travel easily to 

the plant’s roots. Soil that is packed loosely allows water to drain quickly. 

  Earthworms are amazing in many other ways, too. If a worm is 

accidentally cut in half by a shovel or a rake, it can grow a completely 

new back half! Worms are incredibly strong, too. A worm the size of a 

human being would be about 1,000 times stronger than that human!
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